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May 14, 2020 

 

BY ELECTRONIC DELIVERY 

 

Seema Verma 

Administrator 

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

US Department of Health and Human Services 

Room 445-G, Hubert H. Humphrey Building 

200 Independence Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20201 

 

 

Dear Administrator Verma, 

 

As the leading trade association representing manufacturers of medical imaging devices, contrast media, 

and radiopharmaceuticals, the Medical Imaging & Technology Alliance (MITA) is writing to commend 

the actions CMS has taken to support the United States healthcare system during the COVID-19 

pandemic. We offer additional recommendations regarding additional actions CMS should take to ensure 

appropriate access to medical imaging as our health care system recovers and re-opens.  

 

As the Federal Government take steps to responsibly transition into a post-pandemic environment, MITA 

urges CMS to implement polices to enable beneficiaries to access the care they need both now and in the 

future. We believe CMS can help re-start and strengthen our healthcare infrastructure by working with 

healthcare providers and medical technology innovators to facilitate ongoing provision of reasonable and 

necessary healthcare services. Good policy will help the healthcare sector manage the current crisis, 

mitigate future public health consequences of the crisis, and promote ongoing financial viability and 

innovation in the healthcare sector. 

 

 

1. CMS should take steps to address the immediate effects of the pandemic 

 

Medical imaging technologies play an essential role in the health care infrastructure and the care 

pathways of evaluating, staging, managing, and effectively treating patients with COVID-19.1 Medical 

imaging technologies are also part of the non-emergent medical procedures that patients have had to delay 

due to the pandemic. These include procedures that are essential for the screening, diagnosis, and staging 

of cancer, heart disease, neurological degeneration, and numerous other medical conditions.  

 

 
1 https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/overview/management-of-covid-19/ 

 

http://www.medicalimaging.org/
https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/overview/management-of-covid-19/


 

 

We applaud the initial work done by CMS and the Administration to guide healthcare providers in 

providing in-person care.2 It is becoming clear that the COVID-19 pandemic has fundamentally altered 

the use of equipment and supplies in healthcare facilities. For instance, in many cases, more time will be 

required between exams so rooms and equipment can be sanitized. New personal protective equipment 

(PPE) requirements have also been implemented for healthcare practitioners and staff. 

 

CMS should take steps to ensure that its rate-setting methodologies reflect the new realities of care. In 

particular, CMS should study the impact of the resources required for implementing new standards of 

infection control procedures on the practice expense assumptions for a wide variety of services, including 

medical imaging exams, physicians offices visits, surgical procedures, etc. Finally, CMS should study the 

validity of year 2020 data for future rate-setting. 

 

CMS should also continue the accelerated payments program for the duration of the public health 

emergency declaration to help ensure the healthcare sector maintains financial viability. 

 

 

2. CMS should take steps to mitigate future public health consequences arising from the 

pandemic 

 

It is unclear what the continued effects of the pandemic will be on patient access to medical imaging and 

what impact to public health will result from drastically lower rates of imaging and screening. Already, 

given the COVID-19 pandemic, beneficiary access to annual or non-urgent imaging exams has been 

severely impaired. Recent reports indicate that utilization of medical imaging procedures has dropped by 

50% or more3 and routine cancer screenings were down by as much as 94% in March 20204.  

 

In order to ensure that patients can access the care they need, CMS should continue to reduce 

administrative burdens associated with prior authorization under Medicare Advantage through the 

emergency declaration and for at least one year beyond its expiration.5 This would assist practitioners and 

providers in obtaining necessary imaging services for Medicare beneficiaries for the remainder of the 

pandemic and during the health system recovery period. 

 

CMS should also communicate to beneficiaries and practitioners the importance of rescheduling non-

emergent care so that all necessary tests are performed this year and beneficiaries do not get significantly 

off interval with their routine screenings and exams. 

 

 

3. CMS should postpone or suspend policies which will compound the effects of the pandemic 

 

The healthcare sector will not immediately recover from this pandemic and its economic consequences. In 

order to not compound the access, economic, and innovation challenges facing beneficiaries, providers, 

and medical technology manufacturers during the pandemic and its recovery phase, CMS should not 

implement new policies which result in additional payment cuts or unnecessary administrative burdens. A 

strong recovery will promote public health, enable beneficiary access, and support adoption of innovative 

medical imaging technologies such as artificial intelligence platforms, novel radiotracers, and new 

scanners for the future. 

 
2 https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-flexibility-reopen-essential-non-covid-services.pdf 
3 https://www.auntminnie.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=imc&pag=dis&ItemID=128819 
4 https://www.statnews.com/2020/05/04/cancer-screenings-drop-coronavirus-pandemic-epic/ 
5 https://www.cms.gov/files/document/updated-guidance-ma-and-part-d-plan-sponsors-42120.pdf 
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In particular, the forthcoming changes to Evaluation and Management (E/M) payments could have a 

profoundly negative impact on specialty physicians and other health care professionals providing medical 

imaging services to Medicare beneficiaries. CMS should work with Congress to exempt the forthcoming 

payment changes related to E/M codes from budget neutrality or delay the implementation of these 

changes until a future year in order to fully measure and understand impact of the pandemic.  

 

Further, as the backlog of imaging procedures amasses during the suspension of elective procedures, it 

will be a daunting return for providers to manage the influx of overdue scans and treatment. CMS has 

been working over the past few years to implement the Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 

(PAMA) which mandates consultation of AUC prior to referring Medicare beneficiaries for advanced 

diagnostic imaging services. MITA supports this policy, but to avoid potential claims processing issues 

while recovering from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, we request an extension of the current 

educational testing period through 2021.   

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * 
 

 

  



 

 

We look forward to working with CMS to ensure ongoing beneficiary access to medical imaging as we 

move through this public health emergency. If you have any questions, please contact Peter Weems, 

Senior Director, Strategic Operations and Policy, at pweems@medicalimaging.org or 703-841-3238. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Patrick Hope 

Executive Director, MITA 

 

 

 

 

 

MITA is the collective voice of medical imaging equipment and radiopharmaceutical manufacturers, 

innovators and product developers. It represents companies whose sales comprise more than 90 percent 

of the global market for medical imaging technology. These technologies include: magnetic resonance 

imaging (MRI), medical X-Ray equipment, computed tomography (CT) scanners, ultrasound, nuclear 

imaging, radiopharmaceuticals, and imaging information systems.  Advancements in medical imaging are 

transforming health care through earlier disease detection, less invasive procedures and more effective 

treatments. The industry is extremely important to American healthcare and noted for its continual drive 

for innovation, fast-as-possible product introduction cycles, complex technologies, and multifaceted 

supply chains.  Individually and collectively, these attributes result in unique concerns as the industry 

strives toward the goal of providing patients with the safest, most advanced medical imaging currently 

available. 
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