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MITA GUIDANCE ON LIVE MODEL ULTRASOUND SCANNING 
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES
Effective October 1, 2017
The Medical Imaging and Technology Alliance (MITA) believes that live model ultrasound scanning at industry booths during exhibitions, trade-shows, and other venues plays an important role in the training and educational deployment of new, innovative imaging technology with the goal of  improving patient care. MITA encourages its members to participate in these important activities and we affirm our support for the following principles regarding “Live Scanning for Educational Purposes.”

Live Model Ultrasound Scanning Guidance

MITA supports the live model ultrasound scanning of human subjects for educational purposes and encourages all members to adhere to the following AIUM guidance:
(1) live model ultrasound scanning should be performed for educational purposes only; 
(2) live model ultrasound scanning should only be performed by a qualified healthcare professional (including sonographers); 
(3) informed consent must be obtained from human subjects as to the risks, benefits, and safety effects of ultrasonic exposure; 
(4) all models should be pre-scanned by a qualified healthcare professional;

(5) vendors must adhere to the As Low as Reasonably Achievable (ALARA) principles of limited exposure on appropriate body areas;

(6) all equipment will have received FDA clearance and will be used in a manner consistent with its FDA-cleared indications for use; and

(7) vendors should communicate the educational content corresponding to the live scanning via verbal or written means.
For live model ultrasound scanning educational activities where CME credit is not issued, MITA endorses adherence to the acceptable educational activities outlined by the medical society or organization that is sponsoring the event. Examples as currently articulated by organizations such as the American Institute for Ultrasound in Medicine, the American College of Emergency Physicians, and the American Society of Echocardiography may include:
· Provide a syllabus or other educational materials to attendees.
· Provide an overview of the ALARA Principle.

· Provide a review of scanning protocols for actual clinical scenarios. Involve the audience for suggestions, questions, and answers. 
· Enlist audience participation by posing questions, such as "what does this ______ finding tell you in the case scenario?" and "what would you suggest we do next?"
· Provide and teach to a list of common clinical protocols for ultrasound studies.  
· Develop scenarios that appeal across specialty boundaries, such as "this patient was being scanned in the radiology suite and suddenly..." 
· Demonstrate image optimization strategies, such as contests where a difficult image is presented and a clinical scenario attached that offers some pressure; appeal to audience members for suggested adjustments on how to improve the image quality to something more readable.
· Demonstrate how features of the machine can be employed to maximize image quality while minimizing the potential for bioeffects.
· Provide instruction on probe selection, orientation and imaging tips, artifacts, pitfalls.
· Demonstrate how to adhere to medical organizations practice parameters and how to improve image acquisition.
· Demonstrate ultrasound measurements using published criteria and automated measurements technologies offered.
· Raise awareness of mechanical (MI) and thermal (TI) indices by pointing out the MI and TI on the screen, and informing viewers how to make those indices appear when not already displayed.
· Imaging should be kept within FDA limits for each device and performed in a manner consistent with ALARA Principle. Attention should be given to using as low MI and TI as feasible for the educational scanning activity.

· Demonstrate knobology “best practices” by demonstrating how the MI and TI change when the output is adjusted and how increasing Overall Gain and TGC can achieve similar increases in image brightness without changing the MI or TI.
· Adherence to any other educational principles or requirements specified by the medical society or organization who is hosting the meeting where live model ultrasound scanning will occur.
In conclusion, MITA reiterates the importance of live model ultrasound scanning for educational purposes during exhibitions, trade-shows, and other venues. We encourage industry to continue this educational instruction for the clinical application of new, innovative technology with accepted safeguards in place. 
MITA is the collective voice of medical imaging equipment and radiopharmaceutical manufacturers, innovators and product developers. It represents companies whose sales comprise more than 90 percent of the global market for medical imaging technology. These technologies include: magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), medical X-Ray equipment, computed tomography (CT) scanners, ultrasound, nuclear imaging, radiopharmaceuticals, radiation therapy equipment, and imaging information systems.  Advancements in medical imaging are transforming health care through earlier disease detection, less invasive procedures and more effective treatments. The industry is extremely important to American healthcare and noted for its continual drive for innovation, fast-as-possible product introduction cycles, complex technologies, and multifaceted supply chains.  Individually and collectively, these attributes result in unique concerns as the industry strives toward the goal of providing patients with the safest, most advanced medical imaging currently available.

� AIUM Official Statement on “Live Scanning for Educational Purposes” � HYPERLINK "http://www.aium.org/officialStatements/66" �http://www.aium.org/officialStatements/66�.
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