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MITA, AAPM, Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric Imaging and Image Wisely 

Applaud New CT Access Control Standard  
to Safeguard Patient Safety  

 

Washington, D.C. — The Medical Imaging & Technology Alliance (MITA), the American 
Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM), Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric Imaging, 
and Image Wisely today applauded the publication of NEMA’s XR 26 Access Controls for Computer 
Tomography: Identification, Interlocks, and Logs.  The new access control standard enhances patient safety 
by requiring software features that ensure only an authorized operator can alter the controls of 
computed tomography (CT) equipment.  
 
“Medical device manufacturers are, as always, committed to safe, high-quality patient care,” said Gail 
Rodriguez, Executive Director of MITA, a division of NEMA, the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association.  “NEMA’s CT access control standard is yet another step forward in 
ensuring patients have access to the safest, most advanced technology available.”  
 
Requirements of the standard include assigning specific permissions to selected uses beyond those 
needed for daily routine scanning, such as the authorization to alter protocols. It also includes 
provisions to lock the user interface manually so that unauthorized users cannot access system 
controls. The standard also contains features for use in a facility’s quality assurance program, such as 
recording operator and patient information, and tracking changes made to protocols. Based on this 
standard, manufacturers will incorporate these features into their products. 
 
Dr. Cynthia McCollough, Professor of Medical Physics at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN and chair 
of the AAPM’s Working Group on Standardization of CT Nomenclature and Protocols is pleased to 
see this standard approved, noting “Once a practice establishes a safe and effective scanning 
protocol, it is essential that these protocols are not inadvertently changed. We look forward to seeing 
this implemented in the very near future.”  
 
“As CT technology continues to become more complex, it is more important than ever that CT 
manufacturers put safeguards in place to ensure that only authorized users can perform or change 
CT protocols,” said Marilyn Goske MD, Chair of the Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric 
Imaging, sponsors of the Image Gently campaign. “The CT manufacturers and MITA’s rapid 
development and implementation of these new CT Access Control Standards are signs of their 
strong commitment to continuously improving patient care.”  
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"The Access Control Standard developed by MITA is a big step toward insuring that medical 
imaging with computed tomography is uniformly safe and effective,” said Image Wisely. “The first 
principle of the Image Wisely campaign is ‘To put patients' safety, health, and welfare first,’ and the 
Access Control Standard does just that." 
 
The NEMA standard is not intended to change the existing service or applications access or 
permissions currently available on CT scanners, nor is it intended to define all access or quality 
assurance related functionality. 
 

### 
 

The Medical Imaging & Technology Alliance (MITA), a division of NEMA, is the collective voice of medical 
imaging equipment, radiation therapy and radiopharmaceutical manufacturers, innovators and product developers. It 
represents companies whose sales comprise more than 90 percent of the global market for medical imaging technology. 
For more information, visitwww.medicalimaging.org. 
 
AAPM (www.aapm.org) is a scientific, educational, and professional organization of more than 6,000 medical 
physicists. Headquarters are located at the American Center for Physics in College Park, MD. Publications include a 
scientific journal ("Medical Physics"), technical reports, and symposium proceedings. 
 
The Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric Imaging is a group of over 70 medical professional societies and 
agencies dedicated to radiation protection in pediatric imaging worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.imagegently.org. 
 
Image Wisely™ is a collaborative effort of the American College of Radiology (ACR); the Radiological Society of 
North America (RSNA); the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM); and the American Society 
of Radiologic Technologists (ASRT). Image Wisely™ follows on the remarkable success of Image Gently™, which 
since its January 2007 start continues to focus attention on safe imaging of pediatric patients. 
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