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that confirm that patient treatment plans 
are delivered as intended. The initiative 
also helps ensure that RT equipment, 
accessories, and patients are properly 
positioned prior to delivery of therapy.

Additionally, MITA collaborates with 
the larger imaging community including 
clinicians, physicists, and the federal 
government on initiatives such as 
the “Image Wisely,” “Image Gently,” 
and “Choosing Wisely” campaigns 
that focus on reducing unnecessary 
radiation exposure for adults and 
children, as well as educating patients 
and caregivers about benefits and risks 
of diagnostics and therapies. For its 
role in these campaigns, the Food and 
Drug Administration recently honored 
MITA with its prestigious Leveraging 
Collaboration Award. 

The collective dedication of the imaging 
community has resulted in a significant 
reduction in ionizing radiation dose 
exposure over the past decade: experts 
calculate that dose exposure has declined 
by 75 percent since the early 2000s. 
The imaging and RT industry remains 
committed to providing lower dose 
exposure without sacrificing diagnostic 
or therapeutic quality. ei
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“This is truly sad news for me,” said Greg 
Winchester, NEMA Program Manager. “Rich and 
I go back more than 15 years to when NEMA first 
assigned me to the Power Electronics Section and 
UPS Committee. Rich was a knowledgeable and 
dedicated chairman and a respected spokesman for 
the industry. I, for one, will truly miss his guidance 
and support.” ei

the XR 26 Computed Tomography Access 
Control standard that will require the 
institutionalization of administrative 
privileges, access levels, and the 
recording of clinical protocols to ensure 
appropriate use.

MITA members are also incorporating 
new breakthrough product features 
and system innovations, such as 
dose-monitoring technologies aimed 
at reducing radiation dose while 
continually improving the ability of 
these technologies to aid physicians 
in diagnosing and treating diseases. 
These new dose-reduction efforts build 
on existing industry-wide initiatives 
to develop and implement additional 
patient protection features for CT and 
radiation therapy (RT) equipment, 
guaranteeing that scans and treatment 
are safe and effective. Additional new 
sophisticated product features and safety 
checks are under development and will 
be introduced in the near future. 

MITA also participates in industry-wide 
efforts to reduce radiation dose. Together 
with the Advanced Medical Technology 
Association (AdvaMed), MITA launched 
the Radiation Therapy (RT) Readiness 
Check Initiative to further enhance the 
safety of RT equipment through the 
development and implementation of 
additional patient protection features 

TC 22 (Power Electronics) and as the U.S. Technical 
Advisor to IEC SC 22H (UPS), thus chairing the U.S. 
TAG for SC 22H. 

Outside of his involvement with NEMA and the IEC, 
Mr. Mazzoni’s career was spent with a number of 
manufacturers in the consumer electronics and 
power electronics industries, and then as a private 
consultant specializing in product safety design  
and certification.
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Medical imaging and radiation therapy 
technologies continue to advance 
at an unprecedented rate. As both 
precision and utility of diagnostic 
imaging and radiation therapy increase, 
the companies who develop and 
manufacture this equipment are also 
working tirelessly to ensure that these 
technologies are as safe as possible. 

The industry has undertaken a  
series of initiatives in recent years to 
enhance patient safety by reducing 
exposure to unnecessary medical 
radiation, from establishing universal 
protocol standards to developing dose 
notification technology. 

In 2010, the Medical Imaging & 
Technology Alliance (MITA) published 
NEMA XR 25 Computed Tomography 
Dose Check that introduced two novel 
features to assist the imaging team in 
providing better care: dose notifications 
and dose alerts. Computed Tomography 
(CT) manufacturers also released the  
CT Dose Check Initiative, a commitment 
to add new features to CT scanners,  
such as the dose notification and alert 
features as well as a new dose recording 
feature to help providers understand 
how their facility compares to local and 
national standards.

In June 2012, MITA highlighted a series 
of dose-reduction initiatives, including 

Rich Mazzoni passed away in August after a 
16-month struggle with cancer. 

Mr. Mazzoni was active on several NEMA 
committees. He was the Power Electronics Section 
voting representative for Eaton before retirement. 

He chaired the Electronics Section and its UPS 
Committee, and was Eaton’s alternate voting 
representative on SCAPC. He also served as an 
expert on the U.S. Technical Advisory Group for IEC 


